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The great deceiver has many agents ready to present any and every kind of error to ensnare
souls--heresies prepared to suit the varied tastes and capacities of those whom he would
ruin. It is his plan to bring into the church insincere, unregenerate elements that will encourage
doubt and unbelief, and hinder all who desire to see the work of God advance and to advance
with it. Many who have no real faith in God or in His word assent to some principles of truth
and pass as Christians, and thus they are enabled to introduce their errors as Scriptural
doctrines. {GC 520.1}

The position that it is of no consequence what men believe is one of Satan's most
successful deceptions. He knows that the truth, received in the love of it, sanctifies the soul of
the receiver; therefore he is constantly seeking to substitute false theories, fables, another
gospel. From the beginning the servants of God have contended against false teachers, not
merely as vicious men, but as inculcators of falsehoods that were fatal to the soul. Elijah,
Jeremiah, Paul, firmly and fearlessly opposed those who were turning men from the word of
God. That liberality which regards a correct religious faith as unimportant found no favor with
these holy defenders of the truth. {GC 520.2}

The vague and fanciful interpretations of Scripture, and the many conflicting theories
concerning religious faith, that are found in the Christian world are the work of our great
adversary to confuse minds so that they shall not discern the truth. And the discord and
division which exist among the churches of Christendom are in a great measure due to the
prevailing custom of wresting the Scriptures to support a favorite theory. Instead of carefully
studying God's word with humility of heart to obtain a knowledge of His will, many seek only
to discover something odd or original. {GC 520.3}

Need for Heavenly Wisdom in Combating Error--We see more and greater need of close
communion with God and greater need of unity. Let us devote much time to seeking for
heavenly wisdom. Let us be much with God in prayer. We want Bible evidence for every point
we advance. We do not want to tide over points as Elder Canright has done with assertions.
{I1MR 231.1}

What we want in every conflict is not words to condemn, but the sword of the Spirit. We
want the truth as it is in Jesus. We want to be filled with all the fullness of God and have the
meekness and lowliness of Christ. {I1MR 231.2}

We have a wily foe who will seize your sword and turn it against you, unless you know
how to use it skillfully. But let none feel that we know all the truth the Bible proclaims.--Letter
13, 1887, p. 4. (To G. 1. Butler and Uriah Smith, April 5, 1887.) {11MR 231.3}

The truth and the glory of God are inseparable; it is impossible for us, with the Bible
within our reach, to honor God by erroneous opinions. Many claim that it matters not what
one believes, if his life is only right. But the life is molded by the faith. If light and truth is
within our reach, and we neglect to improve the privilege of hearing and seeing it, we
virtually reject it; we are choosing darkness rather than light. {GC 597.2}

God will not condemn any at the judgment because they honestly believed a lie, or
conscientiously cherished error; but it will be because they neglected the opportunities of
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making themselves acquainted with truth. The infidel will be condemned, not because he was
an infidel, but because he did not take advantage of the means God has placed within his reach
to enable him to become a Christian. TM 437

The crisis is fast approaching. The time for God's visitation has about come. Although loth
to punish, nevertheless He will punish, and that speedily. Those who walk in the light will see
signs of the approaching peril; but they are not to sit in quiet, unconcerned expectancy of the
ruin, comforting themselves with the belief that God will shelter His people in the day of
visitation. Far from it. They should realize that it is their duty to labor diligently to save others,
looking with strong faith to God for help. "The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much." James 5:16. {5T 209.2} {CET 186.3} {RH, January 11, 1887 par. 8}

When a point of doctrine that you do not understand comes to your attention, go to God on
your knees, that you may understand what is truth and not be found as were the Jews fighting
against God. While warning men to beware of accepting anything unless it is truth, we should
also warn them not to imperil their souls by rejecting messages of light, but to press out of
the darkness by earnest study of the word of God. {TM 110.1}

Through his evil angels, Satan contrives to form an alliance with professedly pious men, and
thus he leavens the church of God. He knows that if he can induce men, as he induced the
angels, to join in rebellion, under the guise of servants of God, he will have in them his most
successful allies in his enterprise against heaven. 7BC1142:2

Preaching Contrary to Established
Doctrines

"The angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them forth, and said,
Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life." We see here that the
men in authority are not always to be obeyed, even though they may profess to be teachers
of Bible doctrine. There are many today who feel indignant and aggrieved that any voice
should be raised presenting ideas that differ from their own in regard to points of religious
belief. Have they not long advocated their ideas as truth? So the priests and rabbis reasoned
in apostolic days: What mean these men who are unlearned, some of them mere fishermen,
who are presenting ideas contrary to the doctrines which the learned priests and rulers are
teaching the people? They have no right to meddle with the fundamental principles of our faith.
{TM 69.1}

But we see that the God of heaven sometimes commissions men to teach that which is
regarded as contrary to the established doctrines. Because those who were once the depositaries
of truth became unfaithful to their sacred trust, the Lord chose others who would receive the
bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness, and would advocate truths that were not in
accordance with the ideas of the religious leaders. And then these leaders, in the blindness
of their minds, give full sway to what is supposed to be righteous indignation against the
ones who have set aside cherished fables. They act like men who have lost their reason.
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They do not consider the possibility that they themselves have not rightly understood
the word. They will not open their eyes to discern the fact that they have misinterpreted
and misapplied the Scriptures, and have built up false theories, calling them
fundamental doctrines of the faith. {TM 69.2}

But the Holy Spirit will, from time to time, reveal the truth through its own chosen agencies;
and no man, not even a priest or ruler, has a right to say, You shall not give publicity to your
opinions, because I do not believe them. That wonderful "I'" may attempt to put down the Holy
Spirit's teaching. Men may for a time attempt to smother it and kill it; but that will not make
error truth, or truth error. The inventive minds of men have advanced speculative
opinions in various lines, and when the Holy Spirit lets light shine into human minds, it
does not respect every point of man's application of the word. God impressed His
servants to speak the truth irrespective of what men had taken for granted as truth. {TM
70.1}

But beware of rejecting that which is truth. The great danger with our people has been that of
depending upon men and making flesh their arm. Those who have not been in the habit of
searching the Bible for themselves, or weighing evidence, have confidence in the leading men
and accept the decisions they make; and thus many will reject the very messages God sends
to His people, if these leading brethren do not accept them. {TM 106.4}

It will be found that those who bear false messages will not have a high sense of honor and
integrity. They will deceive the people, and mix up with their error the Testimonies of Sister
White, and use her name to give influence to their work. They make such selections from the
Testimonies as they think they can twist to support their positions, and place them in a setting
of falsehood, so that their error may have weight and be accepted by the people. They
misinterpret and misapply that which God has given to the church to warn, counsel, reprove,
comfort, and encourage those who shall make up the remnant people of God. Those who
receive the Testimonies as the message of God will be helped and blessed thereby; but those
who take them in parts, simply to support some theory or idea of their own, to vindicate
themselves in a course of error, will not be blessed and benefited by what they teach. To claim
that the Seventh-day Adventist Church is Babylon, is to make the same claim as does Satan,
who is an accuser of the brethren, who accuses them before God night and day. By this
misusing of the Testimonies, souls are placed in perplexity, because they cannot understand the
relation of the Testimonies to such a position as is taken by those in error; for God intended
that the Testimonies should always have a setting in the framework of truth. {TM 42.1}

Those who advocate error will say, "The Lord saith,” "'when the Lord hath not
spoken." They testify to falsehood, and not to truth. If those who have been proclaiming the
message that the church is Babylon had used the money expended in publishing and circulating
this error, in building up, instead of tearing down, they would have made it evident that they
were the people whom God is leading. {TM 43.1}

Many know so little about their Bibles that they are unsettled in the faith. They remove the
old landmarks, and fallacies and winds of doctrine blow them hither and thither. Science,
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falsely so called, is wearing away the foundation of Christian principle; and those who were
once in the faith drift away from the Bible landmarks, and divorce themselves from God, while
still claiming to be His children.--Review and Herald, Dec. 29, 1896. {CSW 35.1}

No Gall.--Every article you write may be all truth, but one drop of gall in it will be poison
to the reader. One reader will discard all your good and acceptable words because of that drop
of poison. Another will feed on the poison, for he loves such harsh words.--Letter 91, 1899.
{CW 65.3}

This privilege is presented before every soul. Each may have heaven's light to guide him. If
we discern the truth, and obey it, our whole course of action will be in accordance with the
truth; for the truth sanctifies the receiver. But if men refuse to search for the truth as for hidden
treasure, if the mind is pleased with the theories of error, the soul will remain in darkness.
The course of the life, the development of the character, will be corrupted by false
sentiments. Error never sanctifies. It can do no good. And how full of darkness is the soul that
receives error as truth, and shapes his course of action in accordance with it. {RH, August 23,
1898 par. 2}

No error is of the truth, and error never sanctifies the receiver. It is by the truth that we are
to be sanctified. Error possesses no sanctifying power. It can not save the soul. How careful,
then, should the teachers of truth be that their words are true words,--words such as fall
from the lips of the great Teacher! {SW, March 1, 1904 par. 6}

The minds of the Bereans were not narrowed by prejudice, and they were willing to
investigate and receive the truths preached by the apostles. If men and women would follow the
example of the noble Bereans, in searching the Scriptures daily, and in comparing the
messages brought to them with what is there recorded, there would be thousands loyal to
God's law, where there is one today. Even many who profess to love God have no desire to
change from error to truth, but cling to the pleasing fables of Satan's creation. Error never
sanctifies the receiver; but truth of heavenly origin purifies the heart. {8Red 51.1}

"Sanctify them through thy truth" [verse 17], Christ prayed. Error never sanctifies. The
Holy Spirit is the great sanctifying power. Truth is the medium of sanctification. By reading
and feasting upon the Word of God, by practicing the truth at all times, we receive power to
glorify God. But the ministry of the Word is of no value to the receiver unless he has that faith
which works by love and purifies the soul. {20MR 361.3}

This is the danger to which the church is now exposed--that the inventions of finite men shall
mark out the precise way for the Holy Spirit to come. Though they would not care to
acknowledge it, some have already done this. And because the Spirit is to come, not to praise
men or to build up their erroneous theories, but to reprove the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment, many turn away from it. They are not willing to be deprived of
the garments of their own self-righteousness. They are not willing to exchange their own
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righteousness, which is unrighteousness, for the righteousness of Christ, which is pure,
unadulterated truth. TM 65

There is no Bible sanctification for those who cast a part of the truth behind them. There is
light enough given in the word of God, so that none need err. The truth is so elevated as to be
admired by the greatest minds, and yet it is so simple that the humblest, feeblest child of God
can comprehend it, and be instructed by it. Those who see not the beauty that there is in the
truth, who attach no importance to the third angel's message, will be without excuse; for the
truth is plain. {1T 338.3}
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